
INTRODUCTORY REMARKS 

Energy  Peat   Europe  members  are  committed
to the  highest  environmental   practices in peat
extraction and responsible use of peat as a local
energy source. 

 
We believe that the energy peat industry has 
made great progress to understand the 
relationship that energy peat has with 
environmental standards, climate change, 
biodiversity, economics and security of supply. 
These are critical areas that are shaping and re-
shaping our business models. Today, local 
energy resources, such as energy peat, play an 
important role in the increasingly decentralised 
and diversified energy system in a number of 
European Union (EU) member states with vast 
peat resources2. Energy peat also provides 
employment and helps secure energy supply in 
the national energy mix of these Member 
States1. Moreover, peat is also a competitive 
energy resource; the use of peat for heat and 
electricity significantly multiplies the economical 
added-value of peat and secures basic needs for 
society, in particular in rural communities. 

Peat  industry has already  made  progress with
successful  initiatives such  as the Strategy  for
Responsible  Peatland Management  developed
by  the  International  Peatland Society  (IPS)  in
 

consultation  with  the  industry and  many other
stakeholders.  We  have  also  conducted  studies
through independent research centers on critical
issues such as the role of energy peat  on security
of  supply  in  the  EU  and  a   Life-Cycle  Analysis
review of energy peat carbon emissions. We have
learned  several  lessons   about   the   economic,
social and environmental sustainability aspects of
our industry  and  we  are  ready  to   go  beyond
the individual member companies’ sustainability
initiatives to  implement  a  unified, progressive
and solid sustainable agenda for energy peat.  

 

The objective of this public document is to define
guiding  principles and set  specific commitments
that can be  applied by  the  Energy  Peat  Europe
members.  The  guiding  principles  will  form  the
basis   for  further  commitments  in  the   coming
years.  
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1 In *COM/2014/015 final*, the European Commission introduces the European governance for the 2030 framework on climate and ener-
gy and stipulates that national member states’ energy plans should describe policies affecting the national energy mix such as new nuclear 
capacity, deployment of carbon capture and storage, switch to less carbon-intensive fuels, development of indigenous energy supplies, 
infrastructure plans such as new interconnectors, national taxation and support schemes which have a direct or indirect effect and the roll 
out of smart grids etc.  
2 See map page 7 



COMMITMENTS 

High ǎtandards ƻf ǘransparency

ŀnd accountability    
 
Transparency ensures the availability of 
information that can be used to measure the 
industry’s performance and to guard against 
any possible misuse of powers. In that sense, 
transparency serves to achieve accountability, 
ensuring the responsible management of 
energy peat. More data and accessible 
information for citizens is a key precondition for 
increasing the transparency of any industry. 
Ours is not an exception.  
 
 

 
For that reason, our EPE members will 
commit to: 
 
 1. Providing peat extraction information on 

their websites and/or newsletter and/or 
brochures showing essential information 
concerning the process and impacts on 
the production area, environment, and 
other relevant information (i.e. maps 
and  contact persons) for citizens and
stakeholders.
 

2. Displaying environmental licenses of 
production sites and the environmental 
figures required in these licenses (e.g.
recorded emissions).
In case this information is not available
in  an online database, members will
commit to providing clear information as 
to how this information can be 
requested and obtained in a timely and 
transparent manner. The members will 
commit to updating this information 
regularly.  
 

3. Providing the appropriate channels and 
opportunities to interact with citizens, 
local, national and European authorities, 
and non-governmental organisations 
through their websites, events, 
meetings, site visits, etc. 
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Local stakeholders visiting Savonneva energy peat production

site in Alajärvi, Finland. 

A group of visitors studying peat production drainage water 
purification systems in Finland. 
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GUIDING  PRINCIPLES  

1. Community Engagement  

On the  basis of  the  above commitments, EPE 
members are encouraged to organise meetings 
with community representatives to discuss 
producers’ work plans, public concerns, 
community opportunities and fire and 
emergency preparedness. Through their peat 
production and through the provision of energy 
and heat, member companies are engaging 
with thousands of local communities, 
municipalities, towns and cities.  To the extent
possible,  EPE  members will  organise  regional
open doors on an annual basis.  
 

2. Cooperation with stakeholders
ƻƴ planning of extraction  

The planning of new extraction sites is a 
transparent process taking into consideration 
local communities’ views. 
Companies will always inform and provide 
feedback possibility to local communities and 
people when planning to open peat production 
sites as part of the environmental licensing 
procedure. The views and recommendations 
received during the hearing are documented. 

 
 
 

Companies or their representative bodies shall 
have procedures to receive and consider 
feedback from stakeholders on their 
operations as part of the hearing procedure. 
 
1. Companies, subject to national and local 

consultations, shall address the possible 
after-uses at an early stage of the permit 
or licensing procedure.  Companies shall 
invest in raising awareness of these 
possibilities through providing the 
necessary information in leaflets, studies 
and on their websites. 

2. Where companies are the landowners, 
they shall take responsibility for the 
planning and implementation of after-
use in good time before closing the 
production site, while taking into 
account the views of local or national 
stakeholders in line with specific 
national obligations. Companies shall 
also take into consideration the 
potential for uncommon after-uses, 
relevant to the local situation.  

3. Where companies are not the 
landowners and do not have the 
responsibility and mandate to decide on 
the after-use, they shall provide 
landowners with advice on after-use 
possibilities and the most suitable form 
of land-use for cutaway areas. 
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Rehabilitation project at the Lough Boora parklands, Ireland. Lough 
Boora Parklands is situated on bogs that were industrially 
harvested for milled peat for over 50 years. Now, instead of fuel 
for electricity generation, they provide a safe habitat for a wide 
variety of flora and fauna, as well as many amenities for the public. 
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GUIDING  PRINCIPLES  

3. Site Selection  

Selection of sites shall be in full compliance 
with all relevant local, regional, national, 
European and ratified international laws and 
regulations. Member  companies follow the

EPE Code of Practice and  the  IPS  Strategy for
Responsible  Peatland  Management. Currently,

over  90%  of  energy peat  comes  from use of

degraded  peatlands, namely peatlands  which

are already partly or fully drained; none of the

remaining 10% are sites of scientific interest or
sites designated for conservation.  
 

Preliminary after-use options shall be presented 
during different stages of site selection, 
licensing, site preparation and extraction.  In 
addition to this, the effective execution of the 
after-use shall be secured after peat extraction 
has ceased. Any after-use is made in full 
compliance with all local, regional, national, 
European and ratified international laws and 
regulations.  
 

5. Research and Development  

Companies are encouraged to invest in research 
and development to implement more 
environmentally friendly production methods 
and, for example, to improve the diversity of 

nature and biodiversity. Companies are 
supported to share best practice information 
and expertise amongst stakeholders involved in 
peatland management, including conservation 
organisations and the peat industry. 
 
Besides environmental protection practices, 
companies are also encouraged to pursue 
continuous development in their management 
procedures, daily production activities, as well as 
product development. In addition to internal 
development work companies are encouraged 
to organise mutual workshops with each other 
and stakeholders in order to exchange best 
practices. 

 
Companies should continue investing in the 
quality assurance of the peat production supply 
chain and the information to be used in the 
quality control of the energy peat. There are 
several quality properties, including moisture, 
ash and sulphur content and particle size that 
must be controlled when fuel peat is traded. 
Appropriate methods should be applied in the 
production, storage and delivery of energy peat. 
Suitable transportation, handling and storage 
are very important factors in the final quality of 
the energy peat. Therefore, companies are 
encouraged to follow fuel classification and 
quality assurance systems such as the 
International Quality Quidelines for Fuel Peat. 
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Red-necked Phalarope (Phalaropus lobatus) 

in a restored peatland in central Sweden. 

 

Test rewetting area next to still active

peat extraction site, Silute, Lithuania. 
 

Water quality sample taken downstream from 

a peat production site in central Finland.  

 

  

NEXT STEPS   
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Maintenance under way in wood and peat fired power plant in 
Forssa, Finland.  
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INDIVIDUAL  COMMITMENTS FROM EPAGMA ENERGY COMPANIES    
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Bord na Móna  
 
 Our present and future activities are underpinned by 

our sustainability vision ‘A Contract with Nature’; 
 We will only use peatlands that are already drained; 
 We will progressively reduce our carbon intensity; 
 We will review and renew our Biodiversity Action Plan. 
 
For more information, please visit: www.bordnamona.ie/
community/csr/  

Vapo Oy 
 
 Environmental Strategy 2020; Sustainable use of natural re-

sources; Reduction of greenhouse emissions ; Increase resource 
efficiency; Minimising waste; Progressive sustainability within the 
value chain; Green office. 

 Commitment to follow National Peatland Strategy; 
 Environmental commitments including drainage water quality 

commitments; 
 Transparency commitments. 
For more information, please visit: www.vapo.fi/
environmental_strategy_2020_nano/player.html  

Neova  
 
 An open process for licensing of peat bogs that open 

for comments from local interests ; 
 
 Open peatbogs on individual peat bog to present mod-

ern peat production. 

 
For more information, please visit: www.neova.se  

UAB Klasmann-Deilmann Ezerelis 
 
 Calculation of the Corporate Carbon Footprint (CCF) and the Prod-

uct Carbon Footprint (PCF); 
 The development of a CO2 reduction strategy ; 
 A responsible peatland management in line with the EPAGMA 

code of practice; 
 Extensive measures to restore former extraction sites such as re-

wetting and afforestation; 
 The development of extensive activities in the field of renewable 

resources and sustainable energy sources. 
For more information, please visit: www.klasmann-deilmann.com/en/
sustainability/ 

Turveruukki 
 
 
 Turveruukki  uses only degraded or forestry ditched peat-

lands for peat production; 
 Turveruukki always organizes info meetings for local peo-

ple and stakeholders when planning new production 
sites; 

 Turveruukki uses BAT techniques (Best Available Technol-
ogy) in environmental protection. 

For more information, please visit: www.turveruukki.fi   

Windfarm on rehabilitated 
peatland at Oweninny Bog, 
Co. Mayo, Ireland.  
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